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Isaac Raphael Named B-CU Head Volleyball Coach 
Bethune-Cookman University Director of Athletics Lynn W. Thomp-
son has officially announced the appointment of Isaac Raphael as head 
coach for the LadyCats volleyball program at Bethune-Cookman.
 
“We are very excited to have Isaac Raphael join our family as the new 
head women’s volleyball coach,” said Thompson of the first male coach 
in program history. “We looked at his credentials and experience as an 
AAU coach, successful high school coach, and his move to the staff at 
FIU. We feel he’s going to bring a lot to the table from a teaching aspect 
and recruiting aspect.”
 
Raphael enters his first season at the helm of B-CU volleyball program, 
coming to the LadyCats from FIU, where he was the setters coach for 
the Panthers, recently coaching All-Sunbelt selection Natalia Valentin.
 
“I am very excited to be here at Bethune-Cookman with this new 
team,” said Coach Raphael, ”and I am very excited for the challenge of 
getting this team from where it is now to the top of the MEAC.”
 
Known as one of the top club and high school coaches in the state of 
Florida, Raphael is ready to take the lead and bring the LadyCats into 
prominence on both the MEAC and national levels.
 
“We played this team while I was at FIU, and they are very athletic,” 
noted Raphael. “I’m looking forward to implementing a new, faster 
system. We’re not big, so we need to be quick. I’m going to do my best 
to get them to adjust to my style of coaching.”
 
Prior to working at FIU, Raphael led his last three high school setters 
to scholarships at Florida Southern, Palm Beach Atlantic and Louisiana 
State (LSU). During his time coaching setters at FIU, the Panthers were 
20-11 on the season.

The Strawberry Hill, St. Croix (U.S. Virgin Islands) native, coached at 
Winter Springs High School for eight years, with seven years as head 
coach, leading the team to five district championships, two regional 

championships, and a state 
runner-up finish in his final 
season leading the Bears. He has 
coached numerous high school 
players to collegiate scholarships 
including, All-American and 
2009 ACC Player of the Year, 
Brianna Barry.

Raphael is the Founder and Di-
rector of The Volleyball Academy 
at Winter Springs (TVA-WS), 
one of the premier clubs in 
Florida. Always notably strong, 
TVA has won numerous tourna-
ments including bids to USA 
Volleyball Junior Olympics. TVA 
has prepared numerous athletes 
for college scholarships including 
the entire 2010 senior class, as 
players received scholarships to 
schools such as Harvard, LSU, USC Aiken, and Eastern Carolina. 

In addition, Raphael coaches for the High Performance program for 
the Florida Region and is currently assisting the Youth High Perfor-
mance Team in Tucson, Ariz.

Coach Raphael is a 2001 UCF graduate with a Bachelors degree in 
Mathematics Education and is presently completing his MBA through 
FIU.
 
The LadyCats 2011 season is coming up quick as B-CU breaks into 
the 2011-12 school year. Raphael is ready to hit the ground running 
in preparation for B-CU’s opening matches at Hampton’s Tiny Laster 
Memorial Tournament on August 27.

Bethune-Cookman’s Wildcat nation can now show 
their pride with officially licensed “bling” celebrat-
ing the 2010 football team’s HBCU National 
Championship season.

Working in conjunction with Jostens, the Wild-
cats’ supplier for championship jewelry, the B-CU 
Athletic Department is offering fans the opportu-
nity to purchase the championship ring presented 
to coaches, players and staff. The ring showcases 
the football team’s logo, 10-2 record and Mid-East-
ern Athletic Conference Co-Championship.

Fans can customize their rings with their names 
and inside inscription. A pendant version is also 
available.

Order your B-CU Football Championship Ring

Three pricing options offer make showing Wildcat 
pride affordable for all interested.

“We’re excited to offer this to our fans and alumni,” 
said B-CU Athletic Director Lynn Thompson. “Our 
players, coaches and staff are wearing their rings 
with pride in the community and now the best fan 
base in HBCU football can show their support as 
well. They are a big part of our success and they 
deserve the honor as well.”

The limited time offer is available through August 
31, 2011. The purchase includes a lifetime warranty.

For more information, contact the B-CU athletics 
office at (386) 481-2033 or Jostens at 800-839-7125.
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B-CU Welcomes New Students at Summer Orientation

B-CU recently welcomed new students at one of several  Summer 
Orientations on campus. The students and their families had the 
opportunity to tour campus, meet other new students, learn about 
campus organizations and take first steps toward Wildcat Pride. 

B-CU Nursing Students Gather 
for Summer Convocation

Dr. Dwaun Warmack, B-CU’s 
vice president for student affairs, 
has a lot to be thankful for while 
sitting at his desk in the Charles 
C. Parlin Student Center. 

He recently sat down with 
Central Florida News 13 reporter 
Kelli Cook to discuss how he 
arrived at his role as head of the 
Office of Student Affairs. 

Warmack faced all odds to earn 
one of the most prestigious 
roles on a college campus. Both 

parents never made it past the 10th grade. He has a member of 
his immediate family serving time in prison. He even admits he 
barely graduated high school with a 1.6 GPA. 

While his past remains behind him, Warmack says he uses 
his experiences to mentor students across B-CU’s campus, 
particularly those with similar adverse backgrounds who have to 
work as hard as him to reach their full potential. 

“I thank God for allowing me to serve and give back to this 
awesome institution,” he says. 

To see read the article and see the video interview with Central 
Florida News 13, visit here.  

http://www.cfnews13.com/article/news/2011/june/269567/From-16-GPA-to-university-vice-president

