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Wildcat Fans, Are you Ready for Some Football? 

Wildcat Fans Now 
Have Easier Access 
to Accommodations

Join us this weekend for two exciting events to kick off the 2011 Wildcat Football Season
 

B-CU football fans traveling to Wildcat home games 
in Daytona Beach will find it easier – AND a little 
less expensive – to plan their travel for the 2011 
season.

Working in conjunction with the Hotel and 
Lodging Association of Volusia County, the B-CU 
Athletic Department website is providing a listing 
of “Football Fan Friendly” accommodations to 
help Wildcat Nation with their lodging needs for 
the five Daytona Beach home games. Many of the 
accommodations listed offer substantial discounts.

“We appreciate the support of the area hotels and 
motels,” said B-CU Athletic Marketing Director 
Matt Knox. “The goal is to provide our fans with an 
outstanding experience the entire time they’re in 
Daytona Beach.”

The partnership between B-CU and the Hotel and 
Lodging Association stemmed from meetings when 
the initial date for homecoming coincided with 
the Biketoberfest motorcycle event. Homecoming 
has been rescheduled for Nov. 5, but continued 
discussions with Director Bob Davis have opened 
the door for other opportunities.

“We’re pleased that a good variety of lodging 
accommodations – those close to Municipal Stadium 
as well as those on the Beachside have responded 
to this program,” Davis said. “Bethune-Cookman 
athletics has always been a good business partner to 
the Daytona Beach area hospitality industry and we 
are thrilled to be closely working with the Wildcats.”

To access the lodging information on bcuathletics.
com, go to the football section and click “Football 
Fan Friendly Lodging” on the upper right menu. 
The information is also by clicking the “Preferred 
Lodging”  button on the left menu of the website 
homepage.

 

On Aug. 20, B-CU Athletics will host the Pre-Season Wildcat Luau from 8 p.m. to midnight at the Daytona Hilton Oceanfront 
Resort. Celebrate with head coaches, staff and administration. Call (386) 481-2465 today for tickets. Island attire is suggested.  
 
Then, on Aug. 21 at 6 p.m., come meet Wildcat football players and coaches during the B-CU Fan Day at the B-CU football 
practice field. There will be inflatable toys for all ages, free posters, giveaways and more! 



B-CU Senior Completes 
Summer Internship in 
Washington

Spotlights

Alumnus Stevie Thomas (‘90) was named to the Arena Football 
Hall of Fame last Friday. During his 10-year career, the former 
Wildcat was a five-time Arena Bowl champion (Four with the 
Tampa Bay Storm and one with the Orlando Predators) and 
was named MVP of the championship game twice. The Arena 
Football League earlier named Thomas one of its 20 All-Time 
greatest players.

Former Wildcat standout 
Nick Collins and his 
Green Bay Packer 
teammates traveled to 
Washington, D.C. last 
week to meet President 
Obama at the White 
House and celebrate 
Green Bay’s Super Bowl 
XLV victory. Collins 
returned an interception 
for a touchdown to help 
the Packers defeat the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 
 

B-CU Receivers Coach Allen Suber 
recently returned from an coaching 
internship with the National Football 
League’s Houston Texans as part of the 
Bill Walsh Minority Coaching Fellowship 
Program. Suber worked with Texans 
receivers coach Larry Kirksey, whose 
list of protégés includes Terrell Owens, 
Jimmy Smith and Rice, the NFL’s all-time 
leading receiver.

Suber participated in the Texans’ first few 
workouts before returning back to Daytona Beach to prepare for 
the Wildcats’ 2011 training camp that began last Saturday.

Kirksey, who has helped Texans WR Andre Johnson earn five 
consecutive appearances in the Pro Bowl, had a profound effect 
on Suber.

“He gave me so many great things to come back and apply to 
what we are doing,” Suber said. “It was a blessing to work with 
such a well-rounded person and coach.

Unlike other college students 
around the country, Runnold 
Spence, Jr., did not take the 
summer off to hit the beach and 
hang out with his friends.  

Spence, an Orlando native who 
returns to campus this fall as a 
senior accounting major, has 
completed a 10-week internship 
with the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) Maritime 
Administration’s Office of Program 
Performance in Washington, D.C. 

The Office of Program Performance 
evaluates office operations to 
ensure effective standard operating 
procedures are in place. Spence was involved with metrics, reporting 
and the creation of office dashboards.

Internal controls manager, Casandra Holloway, mentored Spence 
through his internship. From what to wear to the creation of an 
Outlook appointment, Holloway guided Spence through the summer. 
She even included him in meetings at the highest level of the DOT. 

“He got to work with a lot of people in the agency,” said Holloway. 
“He was included in many meetings, even at the Secretary of 
Transportation level.” 

Holloway, who was named one of six Mentors of the Year at her agency, 
is looking forward to watching Spence grow. 

“I tried to mentor him both professionally and personally,” she said. “I 
consider myself his mentor for life.” 

The internship was directed by the Washington Center for Internships 
and Academic Seminars, an independent, nonprofit organization 
that serves colleges and institutions by providing selected students 
opportunities to work and learn in Washington, D.C., for academic 
credit. 

In addition to working full-time at their internships, the students 
in the program were also given the opportunity to tour Washington 
landmarks like Capitol Hill and the White House and they were 
required to complete a 10- to 12-page research paper. 

With this incredible experience behind him, Spence says he is now 
determined to return to Washington after graduation to work for the 
government.

“I learned that if you try hard, set your goals right, you can be the best 
at anything,” he said. “You have to keep your head straight and focus 
and it will pay off.”’

Michael Zack, director of the Office of Program Performance, says he 
and his staff maintain close relationships with their former interns. 

“We try to show them the warmest welcome can,” Zack said. “And 
since this office focuses on measurement and evaluation after the fact, 
the key indicator here is that one day Runnold is on our staff.” 
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