
Following in the legacy of our founder 
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, who was 
known for taking the fight for funding 
and rights at Bethune-Cookman 
University to our nation’s capital, 
President Trudie Kibbe Reed has been 
fighting for funding at the Florida State 
Capitol in Tallahassee. 

Recently, President Reed and Dr. 
Hiram Powell, vice president for 
institutional advancement, traveled 
to meet with legislators to appeal for 
Florida’s Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. Joined by the presidents 
of Edward Waters College and Florida 
Memorial University, Reed and Powell 
met with members of the Black Caucus; 
Sen. J.D. Alexander, budget chair; House 
Speaker Dean Cannon; and Sen. Tony 
Hill (who works with B-CU Black Male 
Explorers Program).  

President Reed was provided the 
opportunity to share with legislators the 
effect state and federal funding has on 
B-CU to make a case for the institution’s 
place in the 2011 budget. These funds 
have tremendous impact on the B-CU’s 
overall operations as well as financial aid 
and enrollment. 

PRESIDENT REED FIGHTS FOR 
FUNDING AT STATE CAPITOL B-CU Builds Momentum for 

Home Depot Competition
B-CU is vying for the top spot to earn the major grant award of $50,000 
in the 2011 Home Depot Retool Your School Campus Improvement 
Program. The winner will be selected based on grant proposals and the 
number of votes at http://www.retoolyourschool.com/vote-now.aspx. 

This year, B-CU is competing to win the major grant to update the 
Parlin Student Center. A $10,000 minor grant award would be used to 
create walking paths and the extension of sidewalks in areas of heavy 
foot traffic on campus. Please VOTE TODAY to show your Wildcat 
Pride and take us to the top! 

SAVE THE DATE: 
NATIONAL ALUMNI CONVENTION
Mark your calendars for the 43rd National Alumni Association 
Convention from June 16-19 at the Sheraton Nassau Beach Resort in 
Nassau, Bahamas. Visit www.bcu-naa.com/alumniconvention.html.

B-CU Wins First Place at Electronics 
& Engineering Conference
Representatives 
from the 
B-CU School 
of Science, 
Mathematics 
& Engineering 
recently won first 
place in robotics 
in the open 
division of the 
2011 Institute of 
Electronics and 
Electrical Engineers SoutheastCon Student 
Hardware Competition in Nashville. 

Dr. Xiaohe Wu and Dr. Jing Wang, 
computer engineering program faculty, 
accompanied students Daniel Kulas, Abdi 
Charles, Deon Wilkins, Perry Gabriel, 
Deya M. Banisakher, John Gibson, Philecia 
Martin and Derrell Sweeting to the 
conference. 

The competition required the student group 
to build a robot from scratch and then 
write an algorithm into its computer chip to 
make it follow a maze-like course without 
touching its walls. 

As if this task was not challenging 
enough when the students 
arrived, they learned they must 
completely rebuild and reprogram 
the robot they brought with them 
from Daytona Beach because 
measurements of the original robot 
were too large. 

Determined to succeed, the students 
went shopping for supplies at Radio 
Shack and Walmart and rebuilt 

the entire project overnight, including 
rewriting the algorithm for the chip. 

Luckily, the hard work paid off and they 
took the top spot.

Dr. Morrison Obeng, chair of the computer 
science & engineering department, is 
thrilled with the news.

“This is a significant achievement by our 
Computer Engineering Program and I 
would like to thank Dr. Dorcas McCoy 
(vice president, academic affairs) and the 
B-CU administration for the help and 
support of our program.”
 

SAVE THE DATE:
SPRING FOOTBALL GAME
Mark your calendars for April 16 to check out the 2011 B-CU Wildcat 
Football program in the Spring Football Game. Location to be 
announced very soon! 

Faculty Focus:
Dr. Morrison Obeng
Title: Chair, department of 
computer science & engineering 

Began teaching at B-CU:  in 1996 

Education:  Florida Atlantic University

Honors & Awards: 
•	 Principal Investigator (PI) of 

National Science Foundation (NSF) Major Research 
Instrumentation (MRI) Grant, 2008–2011

•	 Co-PI of NSF Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics Enhancement Award, 2003–2008

•	 PI of a project to develop the first Linux Cluster-Based 
Multiprocessor Computer System at B-CU 

•	 PI of the Department of Defense (DoD) Funded 
Infrastructure Enhancement Instrumentation Grant for 
B-CU, 2000-2002.

Currently teaches: Electric Circuits, Computer Chip 
Design, Digital Signal Processing, Microprocessor & 
Embedded Systems Design, Programmable Digital Logic 
Design 

Greatest accomplishment as a professor: Helping with the 
acquisition of a NSF grant to start the computer engineering 
program at B-CU and developing the program from scratch. 
Seeing students graduate and knowing how well they do in 
graduate programs and in industry.
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At a recent UNCF luncheon 
in Orlando to honor B-CU 
students, Kendall Hooper and 
Shawanna Brooks (pictured 
left, with President Reed) 
shared their personal stories 
and spoke on the importance 
of UNCF scholarships. At the 
luncheon, Darden Restaurants 
presented a check for $840,700; 
Winn Dixie Foundation 

presented $75,000; Blue Cross Blue Shield presented $100,000; and 
Wachovia gave $25,000. UNCF plays a critical role in enabling more than 
60,000 students each year to attend college in the U.S. and get the education 
they want and deserve. 

During the March 2011 Board of Trustees meeting, B-CU welcomed five 
new members. Each new trustee brings a significant and unique level of 
expertise. Please join us in welcoming:

Nelson Adams, 
M.D. 

Gordon “Eric” 
Knowles
Sun Life 
Stadium

Robert L. Billingslea
(returning member)
Disney Worldwide 
Services

Peter T. Mitchell, 
Ed.D., L.H.D.
Pres. Emeritus
Albion College

Joyce Ann Hanks 
Moorehead, Esq. 
Moorehead 
Properties

SPOTLIGHTS

B-CU Alumnus is Florida 
Principal of the Year

B-CU alumnus, James F. Griffin (‘93) has earned the 
highest honor in his field by the Florida Department of 
Education as the Florida Principal of the Year. 

Griffin has served as principal of the Lauderdale Lakes 
Middle School in Broward County since 2007. He was 
already named Broward County’s 2010 Principal of the 
Year. 

Griffin, who grew up in Broward County, was 
encouraged by his family to attend B-CU. 

He told the Miami Herald that when he arrived on campus, “I was just kinda 
lost,’’ he said. “I really had no clue what to do with my life.’’

One day while he was in a work-study program in the library he came across 
a book about the disparity in educational opportunities for young African-
American men. He said that being African American, he knew right away 
that he wanted to help. He got a teaching degree.

Upon learning of the award he has said, “It’s surreal. I’m so overwhelmed!”

The B-CU Wildcats proved themselves as the top team in their conference, 
as officials from the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference (MEAC) announced 
three Wildcats as their top players. All three slots last week were filled by 
Peter O’Brien as MEAC Player of the Week, Scott Garner as Pitcher of the 
Week, and Paul Biocic as the Rookie of the Week. The team is enjoying 
another winning season under Coach Mervyl Melendez. 

GO, WILDCATS, GO!

O’Brien Biocic Garner

B-CU trustees 
showed their 
Wildcat spirit by 
throwing the first 
pitch at a recent 
B-CU baseball 
game at Jackie 
Robinson Park in 
Daytona Beach. 
Pictured from left: 
Johnny McCray, 
Jr., Esq.; Rev. Kevin 
James, Sr.; and 
Chairman Larry R. 
Handfield, Esq. 

Taishan Paschall, a B-CU graduate student studying 
transformative leadership, has been accepted to the 
Summer 2011 Global Social Change Leadership 
Institute at the New York University Robert F. 
Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. 

There, he will learn, hands-on, from leaders at the 
forefront of the social justice world how to bring 
about real change in his own community.  

Morris Wolff, director of the B-CU QEP Writing 
program, was recently honored by Chapman University 
Law School of Orange, Calif. with its Humanitarian 
Service Award. Wolff met with Nobel Prize for Literature 
winner Elie Wiesel, a Hungarian Holocaust survivor and 
world famous writer, as part of his Chapman visit.  

Wolff authored the book, Whatever Happened to Raoul Wallenberg? after 
serving as the human rights attorney for the family of Swedish diplomat 
Raoul Wallenberg in their effort to rescue him from the Soviet Gulag. 
Wallenberg was kidnapped by the Russians while serving as a Swedish 
diplomat during World War II in Budapest, Hungary. From July, 1944 to 
January, 1945 Wallenberg rescued 100,000 endangered Jews from the Nazi  
death camps.  
 
Wolff won a $39 million verdict in US Federal Court before the Hon. Judge 
Barrington Parker, the leading African-American jurist of his era.  

B-CU recently hosted the 21st 
Annual Arts & Humanities 
Advisory Council seminar. 
Herb Cohen (pictured), award-
winning photographer and 
motivational speaker, paved 
the way to help the audience 
of students, faculty and staff, 
discover their individual 
strengths and demonstrated 
ways to achieve balance to 
make more productive, creative 

and interesting choices in career and life. The event also featured author and 
entrepreneur Thembisa Mshaka, musician Dr. Liana Valente and Robert 
Coleman, a professor of English and cultural studies from Sonoma State 
University in California. 

UNCF Luncheon

Arts & Humanities Seminar


