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B-CU and FAMU Presidents Join Together, Share Friendly 
Rivalry, to Make Florida Classic Announcement 

President Trudie Kibbe Reed and the 
B-CU family were deeply saddened 
to hear of the passing 
of Mrs. Emmie Frink 
on Wednesday, May 
11, 2011 in Port 
Orange, Florida.  
Mrs. Frink was the 
wife of the late Dr. 
Jno. Frink, Executive 
Vice President of the University. She 
is survived by her sons Bruce and 
Jacques.

Mrs. Frink was a generous donor to 
B-CU and supported many of the 
building projects you see on our 
campus today.  Please remember the 
Frink family in your prayers as they 
continue life without their loved one.  
Memorial arrangements are pending.

B-CU Family is 
Saddened by Loss of 
Mrs. Emmie Frink

President Dr. Trudie Kibbe Reed and Florida 
A&M University (FAMU) President Dr. James 
H. Ammons, in concert with the Florida 
Classic Consortium, announced Wednesday 
that Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida 
(BCBSF) has signed on to become the title 
sponsor for the annual Florida Classic and 
the Battle of the Bands. The Consortium also 
announced an extension of its contract with 
Florida Citrus Sports that will keep the game 
at Orlando’s Florida Citrus Bowl Stadium for 
the next five years.  

Joined by Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer and 
President Ammons at a press conference 
at Florida Citrus Stadium, President Reed 
announced the commitment to remain in 
Orlando. 

“We just want to say how much we appreciate 
the great city of Orlando and the county, for 
making us feel so comfortable here, for the 
commitment you have made to this game 
to make it bigger and better. Thank you 
very much to the mayor. Thank you to the 
commissioners. Thank you to all the fans 
and alumni for both institutions, because the 
competition is growing every day,” she said. 
“Since 1997, we’ve continued to get more 
and more participants, who come to a game, 
but it’s more than just one game; it is a full 
weekend of fun, a big-family reunion that is 
growing so that we have people as far away as 
New York City, Columbia, S.C., and all over 
the nation come to be a part of this magic and 
excitement of competition.”

The agreement with Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Florida is for three years with an 
option to renew in years four and five. During 
that term, the game will be known as the Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield Florida Classic, while 
the Battle will now be called Florida Blue 
Battle of the Bands.  

“Our support of the 2011 Florida Classic 
underscores our commitment to serve the 
Orlando community. BCBSF is delighted to be 
the title sponsor for this year’s Florida Classic 
and honored to stimulate an environment 
in which education, health and cultural 

institutions can better meet the needs of the 
community,” said Tony Jenkins, BCBSF’s 
market president for the Central Florida 
Region & FCSports executive board member.

The Florida Classic – an annual football game 
between B-CU and FAMU – began in 1978 
and has taken place in Orlando for the the 
last 17 years.  Since its move to Orlando in 
1997, this annual clash between these two 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
has averaged more than 66,000 at the Citrus 
Bowl.  The game has been a regular on 
national television – the ESPN network of 
stations since 2005.

Due in large part to the strong attendance 
numbers and the number of people traveling 
to Orlando for the week leading up to the 
game, the Florida Classic generated an 
estimated $31 million in economic impact for 
Central Florida last year.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Florida (BCBSF) 
is a leader in Florida’s health industry. Since 
1944, the company has been dedicated to 
meeting the diverse needs of all those it serves 
by offering an array of choices. BCBSF is a 
not-for-profit, policyholder-owned, tax-paying 
mutual company. 

“BCBSF is honored to sponsor and be involved 
with the Florida Classic. Our support of 
this event reinforces our commitment to 
building strong communities by giving back 
to the communities we serve. In our efforts 
to help every Floridian achieve better health, 
we are ‘In the Pursuit of Health’ and, as a 
result, are delighted to be a part of this great 
community tradition,” noted Mark Lee, BCBS 
vice president of brand development and 
marketing communications.

Reed & Ammons share a laugh.

Ammons, Mayor Dyer, Reed make an announcement.



SPOTLIGHTS

Go, Wildcats Sports!

Congratulations!

Mr. John Reeves
Campus Photographer
Staff Member of the Year

Dr. Joyce Nki
Assistant Professor, Religion & Philosophy
Faculty Member of the Year

Honored at the 2011 commencement ceremony, B-CU salutes the 
hard work and dedication of: 

The B-CU men’s golf team posted a 12-stroke victory over Texas-Pan 
American to capture the Division I title Sunday in the 25th PGA 
Minority Collegiate Golf Championship presented by Brown Capital 
Management, with Matthew McKnight and Kimberly Wong taking 
individual medalist honors by winning playoffs.

With all but one player competing in their first national 
championship event, the Wildcats built on their six-shot 
second day lead to outdistance UT-PA 887-899. It’s the 
B-CU men’s fifth national championship and first under 
Head Coach Loritz Clark, who replaced the late Dr. 
Gary Freeman last season.

McKnight, a freshman from Northern Ireland, fired a 
final-round 71 for a 1-under-par 215 total and a playoff 
victory over Texas Southern’s Dominique Worthern. 
McKnight posted a par on the first extra hole to secure 
the win.

Wong defended her medalist honors by sinking a 20-
foot birdie on the third playoff hole to outlast Hampton’s 
Kayla Williams and UT-PA’s Hayley Hocott. Each player had a 
54-hole total of 227.

Wong concludes an amazing spring schedule in which she won all six 
tournaments she entered. The senior will also receive an exemption for 
a Futures Tour tournament.

B-CU’s Chris Cochran and Allison Garcia were named 
the MEAC Softball Coach and Pitcher Of The Year after 
the Wildcats concluded an undefeated run through 
league play.

In her fifth season, Cochran guided the Wildcats to 
a 28-23 overall record and the team’s second straight 
southern divisional title. B-CU entered this week’s 
conference tournament as the top seed as the Wildcats  
vie for their second straight and seventh overall 
championship title.

Named as the MEAC Pitcher of the Week twice this 
season, Garcia made 42 pitching appearances and 
tallied a 21-10 win-loss record with a 3.84 ERA. 
She pitched 218.0 innings for the Wildcats and 
recorded 117 strikeouts.  The senior led the MEAC in 
appearances, innings pitched, and wins.

Students, faculty and staff, along with local residents and supporters, 
joined together for a candlelight ceremony to celebrate the re-opening 
of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune’s former home. Curator Margaret 
Symonette oversaw the $720,000 renovations, which took place over 
the past four years. The museum is now open to the public. 
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2011 COMMENCEMENT... 
a celebration!

Twins Takisha and Tamisha Mitchell 
celebrate graduation together.

President Reed awards a diploma to 
Christopher Bethune, the great great 
grandson of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune.

Trustee 
J.F. Bryan 
receives his 
honorary 
doctoral 
hood from 
President 
Reed.

Music education 
graduate 
Jared Brown 
celebrates with 
his uncle and 
father following 
the ceremony, 
during which 
Brown played 
a musical 
selection on his 
saxophone.  


