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Bethune-Cookman University won the $50,000 grand prize in the The 
Home Depot® 2011 “Retool Your School” Campus Improvement Grant 
Program, an initiative designed to reinvigorate Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs). Through this program, eleven schools will 
receive $150,000 in grants for lasting renovations. 

With the sole $50,000 grant, B-CU plans to install automated access 
doors and a wheelchair ramp in the Charles C. Parlin Student Center to 
accommodate students, faculty and staff members with disabilities.

As many HBCUs were built at the turn of the 20th century, The Home 
Depot® is excited to provide “Retool Your School” as a vehicle to 
encourage energy-efficient upgrades among the HBCU community, thus 
decreasing their carbon footprint.

“The Retool Your School program met and even exceeded our expectation 
this year as schools and the community truly joined together to ensure 
that their favorite HBCU received consideration for grants for lasting 
campus improvements. The Home Depot® is elated to provide these 11 
deserving institutions with funds to enhance campus life now and for 
generations to come,” states Trish Mueller, Chief Marketing Officer, The 
Home Depot.

Support for this year’s “Retool Your School” program began at the 
grassroots level as many schools utilized Facebook, Twitter, school 
websites, newsletters, local media appeals and their Alumni associations 
to spread the word. Also, some heavy hitting media influencers including 
nationally syndicated radio personalities Steve Harvey and Tom Joyner 
took to the airwaves to help make the public aware of this dynamic 
initiative. 

B-CU held a student pizza party and voting drive on the campus 
quadrangle and sent emails daily to its faculty, staff and students. Wildcat 
alumni also banded together to create thousands of votes. 

On April 14, Marvin Ellison, Executive Vice President, U.S. Stores, The 
Home Depot® appeared live on The Steve Harvey Morning Show as he 
provided an impassioned call to action for the community to get involved 
and vote. Also, just in time for Earth Day, on April 18, Melissa Brown 
Multicultural Marketing Manager, The Home Depot® appeared on The 
Tom Joyner Morning Show to provide some examples of the eco-friendly 
projects that were competing for grants. Receiving more than seven times 
the number of votes as last year’s program, over two million online votes 
were cast before the close of this year’s competition.

The 2011 “Retool Your School” winners were chosen by a combination 
of public, online voting and careful review by a distinguished panel of 
judges which included: Jamie Foster Brown, Publisher, Sister 2 Sister 
Magazine; Lezli Baskerville, President, National Association for Equal 
Opportunity In Higher Education; who was back for a second year; Duer 
Sharp, Commissioner, South Western Athletic Conference; Oscar Joyner, 
President, Reach Media; and Monica McCluney, Director, Corporate 
Alliances, United Negro College Fund.

B-CU Wins Grand Prize in Retool Your School Competition 

Congratulations to the $10,000 Prize Winners: 
Knoxville College (Knoxville, TN)
North Carolina A&T State University (Greensboro, NC)
Morris Brown College (Atlanta, GA) 
Howard University (Washington, DC) 
North Carolina Central University (Durham, NC) 
Tuskegee University (Tuskegee, AL) 
Mississippi Valley State University (Itta Bena, MS) 
Southwestern Christian College (Terrell, TX)
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University (Tallahassee, FL)

The Parlin 
Student Center, 
located in 
the center of 
campus, will 
be renovated 
with automated 
access doors and 
a wheelchair 
ramp to 
accommodate 
people with 
disabilities. 

B-CU students 
gathered on 
The Quad to 
vote together 
on laptops. 

Students were 
treated to 
pizza during 
the voting 
rally on 
campus. 
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Dr. Jeanette Ford, associate professor and 
chair of the B-CU history department, has 
been chosen by the J. William Fulbright Board 
for the Fulbright Scholar Program. She will 
take sabbatical leave for one semester to visit 
the University of Tirana in Tirana, Albania. 
During the fall 2011 semester, she will work 
with faculty in curriculum development and 
teaching methodology. Dr. Ford has been 
teaching at B-CU since 2001.  

Riding high as the 2011 Mid-
Eastern Athletic Conference 
champions, B-CU’s softball 
team will face fourth-seeded 
University of Florida in 
the opening round of the 
Gainesville Regional of the 
NCAA Division I softball 
tournament Friday evening 
at 6 p.m.

It’s B-CU’s second trip to Gainesville in as many years and third in its 
NCAA post-season history. Last year, the Wildcats fell to Florida and 
FIU in their first regional appearance since the 2005 team defeated the 
Gators and South Florida twice to advance to the Super Regionals.

The Wildcats picked up some notable 
accolades on Tuesday, as officials from the 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference (MEAC) 
released the 2011 All-Conference Teams. 
Four B-CU players earned honors on the 
first team, while three more appeared on 
the second team. Freshman Scott Garner 
picked up dual honors in Pitcher and 
Rookie of the Year.
 
“This is a team sport, but whenever players 
have ability worth being recognized, it 
means a whole lot and it should be very 
special for them,” said Head Coach Mervyl Melendez (pictured above).
 
Scott Garner topped the list of Wildcat accolades, earning both the 
2011 MEAC Rookie and Pitcher of the Year awards.

“That’s a great honor for Scott, especially as a freshman, and he pitched 
very well this season to earn it,” said Melendez. “Getting that honor 
from the conference coaches and SID’s speaks a lot toward how highly 
they think of him and the job that he’s done this year.”
 
This honor for the local product out of Spruce Creek High School 
makes the first time the two awards have been shared by the same 
player.

Head Coach Mervyl Melendez picked up the MEAC Coach of the 
Year award, now for the sixth straight season. The Wildcats wrapped 
up the regular season with a 32-22 record and an 18-0 record in 
back-to-back years, making B-CU the first team in NCAA Division I 
(according to Sports Information research) to complete consecutive 
perfect conference seasons. Heading into the conference tournament, 
the Wildcats have accumulated an amazing 43 consecutive wins over 
conference opponents. Melendez’ Wildcats have won 10 of 11 MEAC 
championship titles in his time at the helm, along with 10 NCAA 
Regional appearances.
 
B-CU led the conference in All-MEAC nominees, with seven. Joining 
Garner on the first team are fellow pitchers Patrick Goelz and Jordan 
Dailey. Catcher Peter O’Brien also earned his second straight spot on 
the first team.

Also representing the Wildcats, on the All-MEAC second team, pitcher 
Gabriel Hernandez was joined by shortstop Brashad Johnson and 
outfielder Matt Wright.

Army Captain Arlinda 
Adderley-McAlmont, a 2001 
B-CU chemistry graduate, 
recently took leave from her 
service in Kuwait to surprise 
her four-year-old daughter 
Campbell at her school 
birthday party in Wilmington, 
DE. Campbell hadn’t seen her 
mom since November and 
was only asking for a picture 
of her for her birthday. “They 
said I can’t go to Kuwait because it’s far, far away,” Campbell said to a television 
news crew just moments before her mom walked through her classroom door 
with balloons and a big hug for her little girl. Following her two-week leave, 
Campbell’s mom will return to the Middle East for one year. B-CU salutes 
Adderley-McAlmont and her service to our country.


