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Greetings Wildcats!  
 
You’ve almost made it! You’re almost there! Graduation is right around the corner and we could not be 
prouder of each of you. As you’ve heard me mention, these past several months have both tested and 
revealed our community. Our students – our North Star – have continued to display their resilience, 
patience, grit, and sheer determination. You’ve earned every bit of that degree you’re about to receive 
during one of the toughest, most challenging times in our recent history. And, let’s not forget about your 
parents/caregivers. They’ve been a rock, they’ve cheered you along, they’ve sent their love and support, 
and they’ve helped you achieve and become your best you. Give them a call tonight and just say thank 
you. 
 
I’d be remiss if I didn’t also send out my warmest thank you to the faculty and staff of our esteemed 
institution. Their agility, enthusiasm, passion and commitment to our students was essential to our ability 
to effectively navigate the space over these past 12 months. Our faculty and staff are to be congratulated. 
They’ve made some seemingly impossible situations work seamlessly, and I hope that you will 
acknowledge their efforts as you matriculate from the great Bethune-Cookman University.   
  
At Bethune Cookman, we take your safety, the safety of your family, and the safety of our faculty very 
seriously, and as such, we’re planning a socially distanced outside graduation ceremony to celebrate your 
accomplishments. The ceremony will be held on May 8, on our campus, and we will allocate each 
graduating student 2 tickets. While I realize that this is less than ideal, rest assured, we’ll make every effort 
to make this a truly memorable experience. You can find more information on our website shortly. 
  
Again, I’m so incredibly proud of you and cannot wait to see you walk that stage. And remember, once a 
Wildcat, always a Wildcat. You’ve overcome tremendous challenges, you’ve pushed through, you’ve 
served, you’ve grown, you’ve done it. Now, it’s time to share YOU with the world. Congratulations, and 
thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
E. LaBrent Chrite, Ph.D. 
President 
 


