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Greetings Wildcat Nation. 
 
As part of Bethune-Cookman University’s (B-CU) ongoing organizational transformation, we have 
transitioned into an alumni direct support organizational (DSO) model to establish a closer relationship 
with alumni and alumni chapters. I am proud to announce our newly established Alumni Affairs and 
Development Office and the hiring of Kimberly L. Woodard as Executive Director, who is a 25-year 
alumni affairs and development veteran. Woodard held past positions at Tuskegee University, Wiley 
College and Dillard University.   
 
Woodard will provide leadership and direction that will ensure increased resources and opportunities for 
both alumni participation, university engagement with alumni, and fundraising. We appreciate your 
patience, feedback, and assistance over the past several months as we worked diligently to develop a 
robust Alumni Affairs and Development Office for your experience.  
 
Under the university-run Alumni Affairs and Development Office, former students (alumni) and alumni 
chapters will have direct access to multiple donation options, support services, matching funds donation 
strategies, events, and programs. 

As we commit to higher quality in academics, faculty development and recruitment we are excited about 
the opportunity to directly engage the University’s 17,000 plus alumni to encourage a culture of giving 
and participation.  An increase in “alumni giving” will help B-CU elevate our U.S. News and World 
Report ranking, an important criteria considered in the scoring. 

As we embark upon this new way of engaging with our alumni, may we all remember our mission and the 
legacy of our Founder, Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. 
 
 
Peace and Blessings. 
 

 
Hiram C. Powell, Ph.D. 
Interim President 
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